Course GEC Statement:

Economics 110.02 is a GEC course in Arts and Sciences, Social Sciences, Category: Human, Natural and Economic Resources.  Economics 110.02 has been designed with the general learning objectives of the social sciences in mind.  The readings, class discussions, and exams will further students’ abilities: 
· To understand the behavior of individuals, in particular responses to incentives, and society as a whole in the formation of institutions.  

· To appreciate theories and methods of social scientific inquiry, their broad applications, and limitation.

· To comprehend differences in average outcomes due to social, economic, geographic and demographic factors.

· To assess individual and social values and recognize their importance in social problem solving and policymaking. 

Economics 110.02 falls under the rubric Human, Natural, and Economic Resources (such as land, labor, capital, population, and the environment).  The rubric includes subtopics: Use, Distribution/Diffusion, Allocation, Exchange, Decision-Making, Policies, and Global Interdependence.

Economics 110.02 fits directly into this category by addressing these main topics and subtopics within the course content.  Economics 110.02 covers essential economic principles, reflecting the discipline it represents.  These principles are representative of the learning objectives above.  They include:
· The economic behavior of individuals—responses to incentives and disincentives.

· The principles of microeconomics—decision making by households and firms.

· The allocation of scarce resources by individuals, groups, and society. 

· The factors of production: land, labor , capital, and entrepreneurship—their acquisition and use.

· The analysis of supply and demand, prices, and markets,  and the use of models are representations of the real world.

Economics 110.02 presents this subject matter with examples from Steven Levitt and Stephen Dubner’s bestseller, Freakonomics.  These examples reinforce traditional economic principles , allowing the course to meet the general principles of the GEC model curriculum, and the specific goals of the categories and subcategories.  Examples include: 

· Why do economists expect schoolteachers to cheat, sumo wrestling to be rigged, and MLB players to use steroids?

· Even fanatical terrorists can be rational. 

· Why do crack dealers risk life and limb for no more than fast-food wages?

· Did the Brady Bill or Roe v. Wade play a greater role in the drop in violent crime rates?

· What matters more: who your parents are or what they do?

· Are distinctively black names the cause or merely the consequence of poverty?

GEC Course Assessment
This survey is intended to provide feedback to your instructor about the extent to which this course achieves the goals of its GEC category.  Please fill out this short survey and return it.
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This course assisted me in learning and understanding fundamental economic principles.
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This course increased my understanding of economics enough that I might use the theories learned to make decisions in my professional and personal (as a voter, parent, etc.) lives.
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This course provided me with a deeper understanding of the impact of incentives on market and nonmarket transactions
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This course showed me how economic reasoning can be applied to analyze a broad range of problems.

1

2

3

4

5

Because of this course, I will be more skeptical when I hear or see statistics in the news.
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The above survey will be administered at the end of each quarter to gather data regarding the course's success at achieving the goals of a GEC course in the domain of Social Sciences: Human, Natural and Economic Resources.  Data will be reviewed on an annual basis to evaluate the success of the course in achieving its goals.  Should the data suggest insufficient success in one or more goal of the course, the course will be revised accordingly.

